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 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

County Board Agenda Item  
Meeting of September 17, 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 30, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Authorization to execute documents for U.S. National Park Service grant funds for 
a study and Environmental Assessment of County (North Tract) and NPS lands. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Authorize the County Manager to sign on behalf of the County Board a Cooperative 
Agreement with the United States Department of the Interior National Park Service, 
George Washington Memorial Parkway (NPS) for the purpose of studying management 
prescriptions and design alternatives to develop an Environmental Assessment (“EA”), a 
site plan for Gravelly Point Park, and connections to the County’s North Tract park area, 
subject to approval as to form of such agreement by the County Attorney. 

 
2. Authorize the County Manager 1) to execute required documents and agreements on 

behalf of the County Board for a federal grant award from the NPS for the purpose of 
studying management prescriptions and design alternatives to develop an Environmental 
Assessment (“EA”), a site plan for Gravelly Point Park, and connections to the County’s 
North Tract park area, subject to approval as to form of such documents and agreements 
by the County Attorney, and 2) to accept, on behalf of the County Board, any funds 
awarded. 

 
3. Once grants are awarded by the NPS, appropriate awarded funds in FY2006 from 

Regional Grant Program revenue (013.649.0749) to the Budget of the Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Resources, North Tract Grant Funding 
(013.649.NTRK) for the study. 

 
ISSUES: None  
 
SUMMARY: Arlington County and the National Park Service are seeking to jointly plan and 
improve their respective resources in and around the area known as the “North Tract”.  By 
jointly planning their resources, the County and NPS can greatly enhance the recreational 
opportunities for the public.  Both entities would like to explore providing access to visitors to 
the area, through trails or the construction of a viewing platform, to observe and interpret 
wildlife.  In addition, they want to ensure that each of their facilities complement the other in 
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providing a better overall experience for the public.  Therefore, the objective is to design 
alternatives for a site plan and develop an EA that would improve access and circulation, visitor 
facilities, and interpretation.  The study will be conducted by consultants contracted by Arlington 
County via a $98,611 grant, in the form of a Cooperative Agreement, from the National Park 
Service.  It is anticipated that the effort will be completed over three years.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The North Tract Master Plan for Park and Recreational Facilities, adopted by 
the Arlington County Board in February 2004, was the result of over two years of planning and 
nearly 50 public meetings.  The master plan calls for a balanced program of high-quality indoor 
and outdoor facilities.  Features include a comprehensive aquatics, health and fitness center, an 
adjacent multi-purpose activity center for indoor sports and gatherings, four adult-sized synthetic 
grass athletic fields, over a mile of walking trails, playgrounds, open lawn areas and gathering 
places.  
 
To take full advantage of the park’s unique location, the plan also provides for bicycle routes 
connecting to the Mount Vernon Trail, a future pedestrian bridge across the railroad tracks to the 
Roaches Run Wildfowl Refuge, and elevated platforms for viewing monumental Washington 
D.C. and passing trains and planes.  
 
The complete development cost of the North Tract recreational complex will be approximately 
$100 million.  Planning for the North Tract recreational facilities anticipated two major phases of 
development.  Fifty million dollars in funding for Phase I was authorized by Arlington County 
residents in the November 2004 Park Bond Referendum.  Phase II was anticipated to be funded 
through a variety of means, including the development of sponsorships and partnerships, value of 
density in the South 6th and South 10th Streets area, capital financing, and other options.   
   
The joint study and design of the North Tract and NPS lands will make enormous strides in 
accomplishing the goals set out by the North Tract Task Force and adopted by the County Board.  
Several of the key elements of the North Tract Master Plan require the cooperation of outside 
agencies to accomplish.  The Cooperative Agreement between the County and NPS is the first 
and largest step to be taken in implementing those key elements in the Master Plan that involve 
outside agencies.   
 
The National Park Service will provide $98,611 in funding to the County for the purpose of 
preparing a site plan and Environmental Assessment for Gravelly Point, Roaches Run and Mount 
Vernon Trail with connections to the County’s North Tract.  The EA would be done to reach a 
preferred alternative that would strive to 1) improve access, views (observation points) and 
interpretation of Roaches Run, 2) improve access, circulation, parking, visitor facilities 
(restrooms), views (observation points) and interpretation of the Gravelly Point area; and 3) 
develop connections to and from the North Tract, Roaches Run, Mount Vernon Trail and 
Gravelly Point. 

 
It is the County and National Parks Service’s intent to focus on certain emphasis for the various 
areas specified under the cooperative agreement and addressed by the EA.  Those areas are: 
 

• Gravelly Point – The primary emphasis is both active and passive recreation, the visitor 
experience includes picnicking, boat launching, playing sports, and plane watching. 

Subject: - 2 - 



 
 

Appropriate kinds of facilities might be to expand the parking lot, install gated access, 
and construct permanent restrooms, a larger picnic area, wayside exhibits, and playing 
fields. 

 
• Roaches Run – The primary emphasis is to preserve natural resources, and provide the 

visitor with the opportunity to observe and learn about the natural resources through 
wayside exhibits and ranger-led talks.  Appropriate kinds of facilities include viewing 
platforms, trails, waysides, and brochure holders. 

 
• Mount Vernon Trail – The primary emphasis is active recreation on a multi-use trail, with 

recreational and commuter activities, an ability to view corridors of the river and the 
nation’s capital.  In addition to the trail, appropriate kinds of facilities include benches, 
waysides, and signs. 

 
• Transition from North Tract to Roaches Run – The primary emphasis is to create a 

seamless connection of primarily passive recreation that ensures the preservation of 
existing natural resources. Appropriate kinds of facilities include benches, trails, and 
observation areas.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT: Upon award of federal grant funds from the NPS, said federal grant funds 
will be transferred to the FY2006 DPRCR Budget to activity fund 013.649.NTRK. 
 

Subject: - 3 - 


