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DATE:  August 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  State Child Advocacy Center (CAC) Development Grant 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   
 

1. Authorize the County Manager to apply for grant funding to continue development of 
Arlington’s CAC. 
 

2. Contingent upon approval, appropriate up to $62,000 from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources (001.0645) to the 
Department of Human Services (001.416) for a 10-month period from September 2005 to 
June 2006, and authorize the County Manager, or his designee, to sign the necessary 
papers to accept the grant and execute the agreement.  
 

 
ISSUES:  None  
 
SUMMARY:  Applying for grant funding now will continue the development of Arlington’s 
Child Advocacy Center until the end of fiscal year 2006.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The Commonwealth of Virginia recently allocated $1 million for CAC 
Development in Virginia.  As an associate member of the National Children’s Alliance since 
May 2005, Arlington is eligible to apply for up to $75,000 for this 10-month grant period; the 
anticipated Arlington portion is $62,000. 
 
Arlington began a pilot CAC in January 2005 with grant funding from the National Children’s 
Alliance to provide a coordinated investigation and comprehensive response to families whose 
children are victims of severe abuse.  Four County agencies participate in Arlington’s CAC:  the 
Department of Human Services, Police Department, Commonwealth Attorney, and County 
Attorney’s Office.  The four agencies devised a Memorandum of Understanding that resulted in 
development of inter-agency protocols to provide a cooperative inter-agency response to child 
abuse victims.  
 
 
DISCUSSION:  This grant funding continues support for the 0.5 FTE contract forensic 
interviewer whose current funding ends in December 2005.  Continued staff forensic 

 
Staff:  Louise Drucker, DHS, Child and Family Services Division 



 
 

interviewing training, and providing a victim’s support social worker (0.8 FTE grant funded 
contract position),  will ensure the necessary services for the family by a neutral party who does 
not have investigatory mandates, as does the child protective services social worker.  This latter 
service will ensure greater attention and response to the service needs of families. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: There is no match requirement and no impact to local funding or net tax 
support.  If the grant is approved, it is likely to continue beyond FY 2006. 
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