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DATE:  September 2, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Enactment of an Ordinance to Abandon a Portion of North Oakland Street from 20th 
Street North to Lee Highway 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:  
  

Enact the attached Ordinance to Abandon a Portion of North Oakland Street between 
20th Street North and Lee Highway.   

  
ISSUES:  None.  
 
SUMMARY:   On December 11, 2004, in response to Staff’s recommendation to consider an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan – Master Transportation Plan – Part I, to delete North 
Oakland Street as a through connection between Lee Highway and 20th Street North, the County 
Board amended the Master Transportation Plan to include a note that the indicated section of 
North Oakland Street be limited to pedestrians, bicycles, and emergency vehicles and authorized 
the Manager to initiate appropriate procedures to close the street to ordinary vehicular traffic.  To 
accomplish the closure, a portion of the North Oakland Street right-of-way, approximately 40 
feet wide and 40 feet long, mid-block between 20th Street North and Lee Highway, must be 
abandoned under the procedures prescribed by the Code of Virginia concerning the abandonment 
of roadways not in the State highway system or secondary system.  Staff has worked with the 
neighborhood on the development of a design and landscape plan for the proposed closure and 
has reached consensus on the design. 
 
BACKGROUND:  As part of the public process during the review and approval of the 
Bromptons at Cherrydale development in the Fall of 2003, the Cherrydale Citizens Association 
requested that a process be initiated to close North Oakland Street mid-block between Lee 
Highway and 20th Street North.  The CCA made the request citing poor safety for pedestrians 
and drivers due to narrowness, lack of sidewalks and curbs, and the impaired visibility caused by 
a crown in the road.  The CCA stressed that this situation would be made worse with the 
increased traffic upon the completion of the Bromptons at Cherrydale project - a 51-unit 
townhouse development - that is expected to generate approximately 500 vehicle trips per day 
which would be dispersed to the adjoining streets along its frontage consisting of Lee Highway, 
North Oakland Street and North Pollard Street. 
 

 
Staff:  Elizabeth Diggs, DES, Division of Transportation (DOT), Transportation Planning 



 
 

On November 12, 2003, the CCA voted in favor of requesting the County to move forward with 
the process to close the street.  In July 2004, Staff outlined the street closure process to the CCA.  
To determine neighborhood support for the street closure, a post-card survey was conducted in 
the affected area of the neighborhood following procedures of the Neighborhood Traffic 
Calming Program.  The street closure was endorsed by 73 percent (54 households) of area-of-
impact households (74 households), exceeding the 70 percent threshold required by the 
Neighborhood Traffic Calming (“NTC”) process to continue the street closing process.   On 
December 11, 2004, in response to Staff’s recommendation to consider an amendment to the 
Comprehensive Plan – Master Transportation Plan – Part I, to delete North Oakland Street as a 
through connection between Lee Highway and 20th Street North, the County Board amended the 
Master Transportation Plan to include a note that the indicated section of North Oakland Street 
be limited to pedestrians, bicycles, and emergency vehicles and authorized the Manager to 
initiate appropriate procedures to close the street to ordinary vehicular traffic.   
 
In January 2005, staff met with area residents to begin the development of a plan for the street 
closure.  The location of the portion of North Oakland Street proposed to be abandoned is shown 
generally on the attached map (see Exhibit “A”).  After several meetings a concept plan was 
agreed upon and developed for the design of the closure.  The plan consists of a 40-foot wide by 
40-feet long landscaped area with an asphalt pathway connecting the existing sidewalk on the 
east side of the street north of the closure, to a proposed 4.5-foot wide sidewalk on the west side 
of the street south of the closure.  The segment of the street south of the closure to 20th Street 
North will also include the construction of curb, gutter and sidewalk along the west side of the 
street, and curb and gutter on the east side.  The closure will be built with mountable curbs to 
provide through access for fire trucks and emergency vehicles.  There are also fire hydrants at 
each end of the closure to ensure the fire protection capabilities of the Fire Department on both 
sides of the closure. 
 
The existing northerly segment of North Oakland Street between Lee Highway and 20th Street 
North is a fully-built, 28-foot-wide street (curb to curb) with concrete curb, gutter and sidewalk 
on both sides along the frontage of the Bromptons at Cherrydale development and the Camelot 
Hall site.  The street transitions mid-block to a narrower asphalt travel way approximately 14 to 
18 feet in width in front of the single family residential homes along the remaining southerly 
segment of the street which continues towards 20th Street North.  There is also a rise or crown in 
the road which is about 100 feet in length, four feet in height, at an 8 percent grade that crests in 
front of, and between the single family homes at #2012 and #2018 North Oakland Street. 
 
DISCUSSION:  To accomplish the physical closure of the street, it is necessary to abandon the 
portion (40 feet in length) of North Oakland Street shown on the attached plat (See Exhibit “B”) 
as prescribed under the provisions of §33.1-157, et seq. of the Code of Virginia, concerning 
abandonment of roads not in the State highway system or secondary system.  This portion of 
North Oakland Street will be abandoned and the portion will cease to be a public street.  Title to 
the property in the abandoned section of right-of-way will be retained by the County under the 
provisions which provide that the governing body of a county may abandon a section of a road 
by the following procedures: 
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1. Posting notices of its intention to do so at the front door of the courthouse and at a 
minimum of three places along and on the road proposed to be abandoned, and by 
publication of intention to do so at least twice in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the county stating the time and place at which the governing body will 
meet to consider the abandonment of such road; 

 
2. After the governing body has determined either that no public necessity exists for 

continued use of the section of road as a public road or that the welfare of the public 
will be best served by abandoning the section of road, the governing body shall enter 
an order in its minutes abandoning the section of road as a public road. 

 
Under this procedure, a public hearing is not required unless requested by an affected landowner 
within thirty days of the posting of notice of the intention to abandon.  However, in keeping with 
general County practice, staff recommended that the County Board hold a public hearing at its 
regular meeting on September 17, 2005.   
 
The Resolution setting a public hearing date and directing the staff to post notices and comply 
with the administrative requirements of the statute was approved by the County Board on July 9, 
2005.  Pursuant to the Resolution and in compliance with the statutory requirements, 
advertisements were placed in the Washington Times on August 22, 2005, and on August 29, 
2005.  In addition, notices were placed at the entrance to the Courthouse at 1415 North 
Courthouse Road, and at three locations on North Oakland Street near the site of the proposed 
closure and abandonment. 
 
The proposed abandonment was also advertised to be considered by the Planning Commission at 
its September 6, 2005 meeting to determine whether the proposed abandonment of a portion of 
North Oakland Street forty feet in length, is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan-Master 
Transportation Plan.  It was presented to the Transportation Commission at its September 1, 
2005 meeting. 
 
The Transportation Commission recommended (6-1) that the County Board proceed “with the 
abandonment of North Oakland Street and added the following condition: that the County should 
not diminish any property rights” in this process. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended at its September 6, 2005, meeting by a vote of  9-2  
that, since the County Board previously “adopted a note on the Master Transportation Plan 
which restricts access on a portion of North Oakland Street to pedestrians, emergency vehicles, 
and bicycles only”, that the Planning Commission recommends that this portion of North 
Oakland Street be abandoned. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Staff has estimated the cost of the proposed street closure to be $145,000.  
The developer of the Bromptons at Cherrydale has contributed $75,000 in cash as a condition of 
site-plan approval towards future improvements to North Oakland Street.  The above 
contribution along with $70,000 from a previously approved Street, Highway and Community 
Conservation Bond will be used to fund this project. 
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In addition, the County Board will retain title to the abandoned portion of the right-of-way of 
North Oakland Street, and because it will not be sold or conveyed to others for compensation, 
this proposed Ordinance will have no fiscal impact on the County other than the above described  
construction cost. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE TO ABANDON A PORTION OF NORTH OAKLAND STREET 
BETWEEN 20TH STREET NORTH AND LEE HIGHWAY 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINDED THAT, AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION, AND UPON A 
DETERMINATION BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING, THAT NO PUBLIC BENEFIT EXISTS FOR THE 
CONTINUED USE AS A PUBLIC ROAD OF FORTY (40) FOOT LONG PORTION OF 
NORTH OAKLAND STREET BETWEEN 20TH STREET NORTH AND LEE HIGHWAY, AS 
SUCH PORTION IS SHOWN ON A PLAT ENTITLED “PLAT SHOWING THE 
ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION OF NORTH OAKLAND STREET,” ATTACHED TO 
THE COUNTY MANAGER’S SEPTEMBER 2, 2005 BOARD REPORT, AND ORIGINALLY 
CONVEYED TO THE COUNTY BY VIRTUE OF A DEED OF DEDICATION AND PLAT 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 117, PAGE 166, BY DEED OF GIFT AND PLAT RECORDED 
AT DEED BOOK 1906, PAGE 774, AND BY DEED OF RESUBDIVISION, DEDICATION, 
EASEMENTS AND CONVEYANCE AND PLAT RECORDED AT DEED BOOK 3598, 
PAGE 170 IN THE LAND RECORDS OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND UPON 
DETERMINATION BY THE COUNTY BOARD THAT THE PUBLIC WELFARE WILL BE 
BEST SERVED BY ABANDONING SUCH PORTION OF NORTH OAKLAND STREET, 
SUCH PORTION OF NORTH OAKLAND STREET AS INDICATED ON THE PLAT  IS 
HEREBY ORDERED ABANDONED, PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE §33.1-157, ET 
SEQ., AS A PUBLIC STREET. 
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“Exhibit A” 
 

Vicinity Map 
North Oakland Street 

Abandonment  
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“Exhibit B” 
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