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ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

 County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of September 17, 2005  

 
 
 
DATE:  August 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3129-05-1 USE PERMIT for a comprehensive sign plan for a freestanding sign 
at the premises known as 1200 South Courthouse Road (Dominion Plaza Apartments) (RPC # 
32-001-007). 
 
Applicant: 
Dominion Plaza Apartments 
1200 South Courthouse Road 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 
 
By: 
Colette M. Winnard, Property Manager 
Virginia Management Inc. 
4600 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 1002 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Approve the subject use permit request, subject to the conditions of this staff report, with 

an administrative review in one (1) year (October 2006). 
 
ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The applicant proposes to install one (1) single-sided, internally illuminated 
monument-style sign, bearing the name of the apartment complex and its address, in a 
landscaped area near the corner of the subject property adjacent to the intersection of South 
Courthouse Road and 12th Street South.  The proposed sign will replace an existing monument-
style sign, which is located on a small, landscaped median at the main entrance to the property 
along South Courthouse Road.  While the County generally discourages the use of freestanding 
signs, applications to replace monument signs for by-right buildings are considered on an 
individual basis.  This particular sign conforms to County regulations governing such signs and 
will be only ten (10) inches taller and one (1) inch wider than the existing sign.  Therefore, staff 
recommends that this use permit for a comprehensive sign plan for a freestanding sign be 
approved subject to the conditions outlined in this report. 
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BACKGROUND:  Currently, there is a monument-style building identification sign bearing the 
words “Dominion Plaza” located at the main entrance of the Dominion Plaza Apartments 
property.  This sign is four (4) feet by 12 feet by one (1) foot and six (6) inches and is located at 
the main entrance to the property on a small landscaped median off of South Courthouse Road.  
The applicant proposes to replace this existing sign with one (1) single-sided, internally 
illuminated monument-style sign.  The dimensions of the proposed sign are approximately four 
(4) feet and ten (10) inches by ten (10) feet by one (1) foot and seven (7) inches. The proposed 
sign thus will not be substantially different, in terms of its size or massing, from the current sign. 
This new sign will, however, provide more information than the current one, by identifying both 
the full name and address of the property for people traveling down South Courthouse Road. 
 
In terms of its appearance, the proposed sign will be constructed of all welded, primed and 
painted aluminum with internal fluorescent illumination.  The graphics will be routed from the 
sign face with cut-out, half-inch thick clear acrylic with brushed brass laminate applied to the 
faces and will be mounted push-through routed openings to give a halo-effect when illuminated. 
 The letter edges will remain clear and the address will be high performance vinyl.  The sign 
cabinet will be mounted on a 15-inch brick base.  The sign will be located in the existing 
landscaped area set back from the corner of South Courthouse Road and 12th Street South (see 
attached plan). 
 

Site:  This site is located just south of Columbia Pike and is bounded by South Courthouse 
Road, 12th Street South, South Adams Street and the Army-Navy Country Club. 

 
Zoning:  This property is zoned “RA6-15,”Apartment Dwelling District. 

 
Land Use:  This property is shown as “Medium Residential” (32-72 units per acre) on the 
General Land Use Plan. 

 
Neighborhood:  This property is located in the Columbia Heights Neighborhood 
Conservation Area. 

 
DISCUSSION:  The current entrance sign at Dominion Plaza Apartments, a freestanding, 
monument-style sign, is believed to have been installed at the time of the construction of the 
apartment building in 1956, prior to the changes in the County’s policy regarding such signs.  In 
order to replace this existing sign with a similar, though newer and more updated sign, the 
applicant must file for a comprehensive sign plan, as freestanding signs are usually only 
permitted by site plan approval.  Requests to replace existing monument-style signs for by-right 
buildings are considered on an individual basis.  Therefore, for by-right buildings, such as this, 
freestanding building identification signs are reviewed through the comprehensive sign plan use 
permit process and approval is generally only recommended where such signs meet several 
County requirements. 
 
The proposed sign does conform to Arlington County’s requirements for monument-style signs.  
The regulations state that this type of sign must be no more than 60 square feet in area, that it 
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must be mounted on a base no more than three (3) feet high and that its overall height must be no 
more than 15 feet.  As the proposed sign at Dominion Plaza Apartments will be approximately 
48.33 square feet in area in its entirety (including the base), will be mounted on a base 15 inches 
tall and will have an overall height of four (4) feet and ten (10) inches, it conforms to the 
County’s sizing requirements.  Furthermore, the text area of the sign will only be approximately 
12.5 square feet in area.  
 
In terms of siting, the proposed sign will be located near the intersection of South Courthouse 
Road and 12th Street South, whereas the existing sign is located on South Courthouse Road at the 
main driveway entrance to the apartment complex.  County regulations require that the sign be 
located 15 feet away from all property lines and 15 feet away from any fire hydrant.  The 
proposed location of the sign is 15 feet or more away from both the property line running along 
South Courthouse Road and the property line paralleling 12th Street South and is 15 feet or more 
away from the fire hydrant.  Sited thus, the proposed sign will not impede the use of the fire 
hydrant located near the intersection of South Courthouse Road and 12th Street South in an 
emergency situation.  County regulations furthermore require that the sign not be located within 
the vision clearance area, which is defined as the triangle formed by the street right-of-way lines 
and a line connecting said street lines 25 feet from their intersection.  The proposed location of 
the sign will not be within the restricted vision clearance area and thus will not affect sight line 
distances or visibility for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians.   
 
While the County generally discourages the use of freestanding signs, staff supports this 
particular monument-style sign for several reasons.  First, it replaces an existing sign of the same 
general style and size and is similar in design and scale to the freestanding identification signs 
found at neighboring apartment buildings in the area, including some of the apartment buildings 
along South Courthouse Road.  Second, the proposed sign conforms to the County requirements 
governing monument-style signs.  Third, other monument-style signs have been approved in the 
past several years for apartment buildings along the Columbia Pike corridor.  For instance, on 
November 18, 2000, the County Board approved a replacement monument-style sign for the 
Tanglewood Condominium Association located at 4241 Columbia Pike.  Fourth, the proposed 
sign is unopposed by local community groups.  The Columbia Heights Civic Association and the 
Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) were both notified of this use permit and 
neither objects to the installation of the proposed replacement sign.  Finally, the proposed sign 
would more effectively aid pedestrians and motorists in identifying this building than would a 
building-mounted sign, given that the building is sited away from both South Courthouse Road 
and 12th Street South.   
 
CONCLUSION:  Therefore, given that the proposed sign will replace a similar, existing sign, 
meets Arlington County’s requirements governing monument style signs, will not present a 
hazard and is unopposed by the local civic associations and community groups, staff 
recommends approval of this use permit, subject to the following conditions. 
 

1. The applicant agrees to limit the signs on the subject site to the proposed sign at the 
location shown on the attached plans, to be designed as shown on the drawings submitted 
to Arlington County on behalf of the applicant by Bob Biroonak of Art Display Company 
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and dated July 1, 2005.  The total area for the sign shall not exceed 49 square feet (four 
(4) feet and ten (10) inches by ten (10) feet by one (1) foot and seven (7) inches) and be 
no higher than four (4) feet and ten (10) inches, including the base. 

 
2. The applicant agrees that the sign shall be landscaped with perennial ground cover or 

seasonal flowers planted in an area not less than two (2) feet in width around the entire 
circumference of the base of the sign.  The applicant further agrees to maintain such 
landscaping until the sign is completely removed. 

 
3.    The applicant agrees to submit to the Department of Environmental Services a certified 

plot and location plan, detailing the location of the proposed sign and horizontal sight 
distance (vision clearance) at the intersection of South Courthouse Road and 12th Street 
South and to obtain County Manager or designee’s approval of the plan prior to the 
issuance of any sign permits.  
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:   

 
There are no previous County Board actions.   

 


