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uses are scheduled on different days, avoiding any conflict among the uses.  The uses were 
successfully renewed in November 2002.  During the current review, it came to staff’s attention 
that the orchestra rehearsal was operating under slightly different hours than what was originally 
represented when approved in 2001.  Therefore, it is recommended that the weekly orchestra 
rehearsal use permit (U-3006-01-1) be renewed, subject to all previous conditions and new 
Condition #3 listing the operating hours as Wednesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., with an 
administrative review in one (1) year (November 2006) and a review by the County Board in five 
(5) years (November 2010). The Tai Chi school has had no issues regarding the uses since its 
approval and the use has continued in compliance with use permit conditions.    It is 
recommended that the use permit for Tai Chi classes (U-3011-01-1) be renewed, subject to all 
previous conditions and new Condition #3 listing operating hours, with a County Board review 
in five (5) years (November 2010).  Finally, it is recommended that since the ballet classes are 
not currently being held, but may operate in the future, that the ballet use permit (U-3013-01-1) 
be renewed, subject to previous conditions and new Condition #4 listing operating hours, with an 
administrative review in one (1) year (November 2006) and a review by the County Board in five 
(5) years (November 2010).  If the classes have not resumed within the year, then staff will 
recommend the use permit be discontinued during that review. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The site, a 95,148 square foot lot is developed with the Rock Spring 
Congregational United Church of Christ and is located at the intersection of Little Falls Road to 
the west and Rock Spring Road to the north.  The church property is surrounded by single-family 
residences.  Use permits for the three uses detailed below were originally approved in November 
2001, with review by the County Board in one (1) year (November 2002).  The use permits were 
renewed in November 2002 with a review by the County Board in three (3) years (November 
2005). 
 

A. The Washington Balalaika Society (WBS) uses Carpenter Hall, a 3,274 square 
foot space located in the newer section of the church.  The WBS is approved to 
use the site for orchestra rehearsal on Wednesday evenings between the hours of  
8 p.m. and 10 p.m. for approximately 25 to 30 people.  Participants were to arrive 
between 7:45 p.m. and 8 p.m. and leave promptly at 10 p.m. when rehearsal ends.  
The actual rehearsal begins at 7:30 p.m., with participants encouraged to arrive 
before that time. 

 
B. The School of Tai Chi Chuan of Metropolitan Washington, Inc. uses two spaces 

in the church to offer tai chi, a health exercise program.  These include the 
church’s Carpenter Hall and the Neighborhood House spaces.  The School of Tai 
Chi Chuan uses the site on Monday evenings between the hours of 6 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. for approximately 60 people.  Participants are generally over the age of 
30. 

 
C. Ballet Petite operated in Carpenter Hall until operation ceased in August 2005.   

The program served children between the ages of two and eight.  The classes were 
offered Fridays and Saturdays.  Classes range from 45 minutes to one (1) hour in 
duration.  With the exception of two classes for the youngest children (generally 
under the age of 2 ½ ) where parents were required to remain with the child, the 
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parent generally dropped the child off and returned to pick him/her up at the end 
of class. 

 
DISCUSSION:  Since approval, the Tai Chi school has been operating in compliance with all 
use permit conditions.  The use was renewed by the County Board in November 2002, and no 
complaints have been received about the operation.  The Washington Balalaika Society currently 
does not operate in compliance with the use permit, as rehearsals are scheduled one-half hour 
earlier than approved.   The hours are not specifically included as a condition, but are within the 
approval language in the November 2001 County Board Action.  Since Ballet Petite has at least 
temporary ceased operations, current compliance with the conditions could not be verified, but 
the use was successfully reviewed and renewed in November 2002.  Staff recommends a new 
condition, listed below, for each use which would define the approved hours of operation.   
 
New Condition #3 for the Washington Balalaika Society (U-3006-01-1): 
 

3. The hours of operation permitted are Wednesday between 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 
p.m. 

 
New Condition #3 for the Tai Chi Chuan school (U-3011-01-1): 
 
 3. The hours of operation permitted are Monday between 6:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.  
 
New Condition #4 for the Ballet Petite (U-3013-01-1): 
 
 4. Operation is only permitted on Friday and Saturday. 
  
Since the Last Review (November 16, 2002): 

 
Use Permit Conditions:  The subject uses have continued to operate in compliance with all 
use permit conditions, however the orchestra rehearsals currently begin at 7:30 p.m., which 
conflicts with the approved 8:00 p.m. start time. 
 
Community Code Enforcement:  The Code Enforcement staff reports no issues with the 
subject uses. 
 
Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office reports no issues with the subject uses. 
 
Police Department:  The Police Department reports no issues with the subject uses. 
 
Child Care Office:  As the ballet classes are not operational at this time, the Child Care 
Office could not provide a report. 
 
Civic Associations:  The Rock Spring and Yorktown Civic Associations’ representatives 
have been notified of the use permit review.  The president of Rock Spring Civic Association 
and the president and NCAC representative of Yorktown Civic Association report no issues 
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regarding the subject uses and have no objections to the current operating hours of the 
orchestra rehearsals. 
 

CONCLUSION:  The orchestra rehearsal has been operating outside of the approved hours, but 
has not received any complaints about its operation.  Therefore staff recommends that the 
Washington Balalaika Society use permit (U-3006-01-1) be renewed, subject to all previous 
conditions and new Condition #3, with an administrative review in one (1) year (November 
2006) and a review by the County Board in five (5) years (November 2010).  The Tai Chi school 
has operated for the past three (3) years in compliance with the use permit approval.  Staff is not 
aware of any issues or concerns regarding the use.  Therefore, it is recommended that the Tai Chi 
use permit (U-3011-01-1) be renewed subject to all previous conditions and new Condition #3, 
and with a review by the County Board in five (5) years (November 2010).  Since the applicant 
has not decided if the Ballet Petite will operate in the future, staff recommends renewing the use 
permit for ballet classes (U-3013-01-1), subject to all previous conditions and new Condition # 4, 
with an administrative review in one (1) year (November 2006), and a review by the County 
Board in five (5) years (November 2010). 
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS: 
 
August 30, 1959 Granted use permit (U-1361-59-2) for the purpose of 

operating a day nursery and kindergarten for 25 children, 
ages 3 to 6, in the morning session from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon, and 25 children ages 3 to 6 years in the afternoon 
session from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

 
June 4, 1960 Continued use permit (U-1361-59-2) annually. 
        to  
June 4, 1977  
 
June 3, 1978 Continued use permit (U-1361-59-2) with no further 

review. 
 
October 17, 1998 Deferred use permit request (U-2946-98-2) for a music 

school for approximately 300 students weekly to the 
December 12, 1998, County Board meeting. 

 
December 12, 1998 Deferred use permit request (U-2946-98-2) to the February 

6, 1999, County Board meeting. 
 
February 6, 1999 Approved use permit request (U-2946-98-2) for a music 

school for approximately 300 students weekly, subject to 
conditions and with an expiration date of July 31, 1999. 

 
September 8, 2001 Deferred use permit (U-3006-01-1) for weekly orchestra 

rehearsal 8:00 p.m.  – 10:00 p.m. Wednesdays; and use 
permit (U-3011-01-1) for tai chi classes for 60 adults 6:00 
p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Mondays; and use permit (U-3013-01-1) 
for ballet classes for children ages 2 – 8 years Fridays and 
Saturdays, to the November 17, 2001, County Board 
meeting. 

 
November 17, 2001 Approved use permit (U-3006-01-1) for weekly orchestra 

rehearsal 8:00 p.m.  – 10:00 p.m. Wednesdays; and use 
permit (U-3011-01-1) for tai chi classes for 60 adults 6:00 
p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Mondays; and use permit (U-3013-01-1) 
for ballet classes for children ages 2 – 8 years Fridays and 
Saturdays.  All use permits were subject to conditions with 
a review in one year.  (November 2002). 

 
November 16, 2002 Continued use permits (U-3006-01-1, U-3011-01-1, U-

3013-01-1) with a review in three (3) years (November 
2005). 
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Approved Conditions: 
 
U-3006-01-1 (The Balalaika Society) and U-3011-01-1 (Tai Chi Chuan): 
 
1. The applicant agrees to require as many patrons and others associated with the 

program as possible to park on streets away from Little Falls and Rock Spring 
Roads in the vicinity of the church and to continue to encourage carpooling by all 
patrons. 

 
2. The applicant agrees to identify a liaison that could respond in the event that there 

are neighborhood concerns regarding this use.  The liaison’s name shall be shared 
with the Rock Spring Civic Association and the County’s Zoning Administrator 
prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
U-3013-01-1 (Ballet Petite): 
 
1. The applicant shall meet the requirements of the Child Care Office, the 

Community Code Enforcement Office, the Environmental Health Bureau, and the 
Fire Marshal’s Office, including the installation of smoke detection devices. 

 
2. The applicant agrees to require as many patrons and others associated with the 

program as possible to park on streets away from Little Falls and Rock Spring 
Roads in the vicinity of the church and to continue to encourage carpooling by all 
patrons. 

 
3. The applicant agrees to identify a liaison that could respond in the event that there 

are neighborhood concerns regarding this use.  The liaison’s name shall be shared 
with the Rock Spring Civic Association and the County’s Zoning Administrator 
prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. 
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