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DATE:  November 1, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Ratify Execution of a, “Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) By and Between 
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and Arlington County, 
Virginia to Establish Terms, Conditions and Circumstances Under Which Arlington May Fuel 
Arlington Transit (ART) Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)-Powered Passenger Vehicles at the 
Metrobus Four Mile Run Division (FMRD).” 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   
  

Ratify the terms and conditions of the attached MOU with WMATA, as attached hereto, 
to permit fueling of ART buses at the Metrobus CNG station, and authorize its execution 
by the Purchasing Agent. 

 
ISSUES:  Should the County Board authorize execution of the MOU permitting use by 
Arlington and its contractor of the WMATA fueling site for ART CNG buses? 
 
SUMMARY:  WMATA has constructed and now operates a facility for fueling passenger buses 
with CNG at its Four Mile Run Division (FMRD) facility in Arlington.  Through its contractor 
(ATC-Vanguard), Arlington operates a fleet of passenger vehicles which run on CNG and which 
can be fueled at FMRD.  The facility previously used by ART for fueling was closed by 
Washington Gas Light Company (WGL) effective October 7, 2005.  Reinstallation of a Trades 
Center fuel site has not yet been successful and ART buses are being fueled at FMRD on an 
interim basis.  WMATA has agreed that it would be appropriate to permit ART buses to fuel at 
FMRD to prevent shut down of important bus services and to maximize benefit of the region’s 
investment in the new FMRD fueling facility. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The ART fleet of 30 buses includes 25 CNG-powered buses to promote 
clean air and reduce localized impacts of transit operations in Arlington neighborhoods.  The 
CNG buses have been fueled since the closure of the fueling site at the Trade Center at the 
Washington Gas Springfield Operations Center (SOC), near the ART contract-operator’s storage 
site.  Notice was provided last spring that the SOC was to close and a six-month extension was 
granted at Arlington’s request to permit reinstallation of the Trade Center fueling site.  Requests 
for Proposals have been advertised but three successive efforts over the summer have been 
unsuccessful in obtaining responsible and responsive bids and activation of a replacement fuel 

 
Staff:  James Hamre, Department of Environmental Services 



 
 

site.  WMATA opened the FMRD CNG fueling station on September 7, 2005 and is replacing its 
fleet with 212 new CNG-powered coaches. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The MOU provides permission for ART buses to be fueled at the FMRD 
facility by WMATA personnel at such times as may be scheduled.  Billing and payment shall be 
made directly on a monthly basis and Arlington shall require its contractor, upon entering 
WMATA property to provide specified indemnification of WMATA, which has been provided.  
This MOU was signed, effective October 11, 2005, subject to subsequent ratification by the 
WMATA and Arlington County Boards.  The MOU shall remain in effect until terminated.  
Arlington, by acceptance of the MOU, “stipulates understanding that natural gas entering the 
facility may, at the discretion of the utility, Washington Gas, contain additions of propane (“peak 
shaving”) and must accept the entire risk of personal injury or property damages caused by, or 
related to, ingestion of “peak shaved” fuels by Arlington or contractor equipment.”  Also, 
Arlington and its contractor acknowledge that they will not seek to hold WMATA responsible 
for any damages to property or injury to personnel which may result from Arlington’s or the 
contractor’s use of FMRD.  Arlington has previously been subject to the consequences of “peak 
shaving”, without the benefit of sensors and other safeguards installed by WMATA to prevent 
propane ingestion, through use of the WGL SOC fueling site. 
   
FISCAL IMPACT: The purchase of CNG fuel is a regular, budgeted item for ART services.  
WMATA will require reimbursement of approximately $15,000 for direct staff costs to fuel the 
buses which will be addressed within the current ART budget. 
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