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DATE:  October 25, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Allocation of $500,000 FY 2006 AHIF funds to establish a tenant based rent 
assistance (TBRA) program for temporary assistance to Katrina evacuees. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION (S): 
 
 1.   Approve the allocation of up to $500,000 in FY 2006 AHIF funds for a TBRA to 

assist Katrina evacuees relocating to Arlington County. 
 
ISSUE:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  Approximately 150 Katrina evacuees are living in Arlington County.  Although a 
number of programs exist to assist with housing additional funds may be needed to assist them 
through the first critical year.  It is being recommended that HOME Funds be used to establish a 
tenant based rent assistance program to be administered by the Department of Human Services’ 
Section 8 Rent Assistance office, with payments going directly to the property owner.  A fund of 
$500,000 would serve approximately 30 to 35 households for a year.  The TBRA would be used 
only after all of a family’s other available program options are exhausted and would only be 
available for up to 12 months.  Documents received from both HUD and FEMA provide 
guidance indicating state and local jurisdictions will be reimbursed for sheltering evacuees up to 
one year. 
 
BACKGROUND:  This allocation of funds would enable the County to provide rental 
assistance to Katrina evacuees who have exhausted all other available program options.  Other 
programs include: FEMA’s Individual and Households Program (IHP) and HUDS Katrina 
Disaster Housing Assistance Program (KDHAP).  IHP provides $2,385 for three months of rent 
assistance to displaced homeowners and renters after FEMA has verified that their original 
dwelling is uninhabitable.  The monthly rent assistance may be adjusted by FEMA if the local 
market is more expensive than the national average.  FEMA handles IHP through direct 
communication with the evacuees.  IHP recipients have a legal obligation to meet document 
reporting requirements (such as submission of rental receipts).  KDHAP provides assistance to 
individuals who lived in HUD assisted housing in the Gulf region or were homeless prior to the 
disaster. 
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Katrina evacuees re-settling in Arlington County are expected to seek employment and pay rent 
if possible (the usual exemptions for elderly, disabled, or other extenuating circumstances should 
apply, such as caring for a disabled family member.)  FEMA and KDHAP  programs should be 
utilized as the first priority resources when the client is eligible. 
 
AHIF includes monies from both the general fund and federal HOME monies.  The guidance from HUD 
and FEMA is specific that HOME funds will be reimbursed when used for a TBRA to assist Katrina 
evacuees in Arlington County.  Current balance of HOME funds (as distinguished from County 
funds) in the AHIF account total $2,067,476.  This includes the FY 2006 appropriation of 
$1,202,029 as well as unspent HOME funds from previous years.  HOME funds are subject to 
recapture if not committed within 2 years from the contract date with HUD.  FY 2006 HOME 
funds do not have to be committed until September 2008 and hopefully FEMA would repay the 
County within that time frame. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  Currently, the Department of Human Services is serving 70 households that are 
Katrina evacuees.  Six households have been settled in Arlington apartments and are using IHP 
funding to pay rent.  Additional Arlington landlords have offered to provide units to Katrina 
evacuees provided that rent assistance would be available to assist these households with rent 
payments. 
 
If the Katrina evacuee households are determined not eligible for IHP or HUD assistance, the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) will seek other emergency funds to assist them to find 
housing, then link them to any available benefits such as Housing Grants or Transitional Housing 
Assistance.  If the landlord will not accept the FEMA check as payment in full, DHS will seek 
emergency rent to cover the differential for the first three months.  If their salary is not enough to 
pay rent, we will assist clients in applying for other benefits, such as Housing Grants or 
Transitional Housing Assistance to cover the differential.  However, there may be families who 
exhaust these resources.  The funds allocated for this TBRA would be used to assist those 
families and are expected to be repaid by FEMA. 
 
HUD has recently provided guidance to local jurisdictions that they may use their federal HOME 
funds for rent assistance for Katrina evacuees.  Establishing a TBRA with HOME Funds will 
ensure that assistance with rent is available for Katrina evacuees re-settling in Arlington.  This 
funding would be used as a last resort option in the event that none of the other programs were 
applicable.   
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 appropriation for the AHIF is $5,641,905.  If 
the $500,000 for the TBRA and the $3,297,031 for AHC’s Fairview Manor Apartments project 
(the subject of a separate report) are approved, the remaining FY 2006 AHIF contingent balance 
would be $1,844,874.  The AHIF contingent balance will increase with the approval of the FY 
2005 carry over by $12,700,871.   
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