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DATE:  April 5, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of Contract for Land Surveying Services for Various Park and Recreation 
Projects 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Approve the award of the Contract to A. Morton Thomas and Associates of Rockville, 
Maryland, as recommended in the Staff Report, and authorize the County Manager or 
Designee to execute the Contract. 

 
ISSUES:  Section 4-108(3) of the Arlington County Purchasing Resolution states that, “No 
contract for professional services, which contract is performed as part of a capital improvement 
project and which professional services contract exceeds $50,000, shall be awarded without the 
approval of the County Board.”  
 
SUMMARY:  In November, 2004, the County issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a 
Contract to provide land surveying services for the County.  Eleven responses were received to 
that RFP, from which four were chosen as finalists by an interdepartmental review panel.  The 
four finalists submitted additional written materials and conducted oral presentations with the 
panel.  The four finalists were ranked, and negotiations were entered into with the top firm, A. 
Morton Thomas and Associates of Rockville, Maryland.  Negotiations were successful and 
contract documents were prepared based on the outcome of those negotiations.  This is a task-
order contract, with the total amount of the task orders not to exceed $100,000 per year for each 
of the three years of the contract. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County will identify several park and recreation projects during the 
contract term for which land surveying services will be required.  Work for any given project 
may include boundary surveys, planimetric and topographic surveys, tree surveys, base map 
preparation, utility location, property plat preparation and recordation, and construction stakeout. 
 
Work will be performed primarily in existing public parks or other County rights-of-way.  Work 
may also be performed on private property that is identified in the park land acquisition program. 
 

Staff:   Brian C. Drury, DMF, Purchasing 
 Matt Latham, DPRCR, Park Development Division 



 
 

The following firms submitted proposals to the County: 
 

1. Patton, Harris, Rust, and Associates. 
2. Christopher Consultants, Ltd. 
3. A. Morton Thomas and Associates, Inc. 
4. The Engineering Groupe, Inc. 
5. William H. Gordon and Associates, Inc. 
6. Paciulli Simmons and Associates, Ltd. 
7. Alexandria Surveys International, LLC 
8. AB Consultants, Inc. 
9. VIKA, Inc. 
10. DRH Design Group, Inc. 
11. Rice Associates 

 
An interdepartmental staff team then evaluated the eleven proposals and identified four finalists.  
Finalists were evaluated on the technical competency and completeness of their written 
materials, technical competency during the interviews, the firm’s ability to handle the projected 
workload, the firm’s understanding of projects likely to be encountered in Arlington County, and 
the firm’s eagerness and willingness to work with the County.  The finalists were then ranked by 
consensus, and negotiations were entered into with A. Morton Thomas, Inc., the top selection. 
 
Negotiations with A. Morton Thomas, Inc. were successful, and the firm was recommended to 
the Purchasing Agent to be awarded the Contract. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This is a task-order contract, with the total amount of the task orders not to 
exceed $100,000 per year for each of the three years of the Contract.  Services will be provided 
on an hourly basis, with a not-to-exceed dollar amount for each task order. 
 
A. Morton Thomas, Inc. has agreed to the County’s Standard Terms and Conditions as part of 
the Contract.  In addition, the following Special Conditions were agreed upon: 
 

• Services will be provided on an hourly basis, with a not-to-exceed dollar amount for each 
task order. 

• Yearly increases in hourly rates will be tied to the Consumer Price Index for Urban Areas 
(CPI-U). 

• No charges for travel time and expense (mileage) will be allowed. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Approval of the contract will have no direct fiscal impact at this time, 
because such approval does not appropriate or obligate any county funds.  Services under the 
contract will be paid for out of the capital budget of the project for which the services are used, 
or from the budget of the department that uses the services. 
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